Epibulbar molluscum contagiosum in acquired immune deficiency syndrome. Case report and review of the literature.
While molluscum contagiosum of the eyelid skin is commonly complicated by conjunctivitis, primary involvement of the conjunctiva or cornea by molluscum lesions is exceedingly rare. The authors studied a 34-year-old man with acquired immune deficiency syndrome (AIDS) in whom multiple molluscum lesions of the lids and a single nodule of the limbus developed. The nodular lesion was excised from the limbus and processed for histologic examination by light microscopy. Pertinent literature concerning epibulbar molluscum contagiosum was reviewed. Histopathology of the excised lesion showed molluscum bodies within the acanthotic, hyperkeratotic conjunctival epithelium with surrounding chronic, nongranulomatous inflammation. Only 10 previous cases of conjunctival or corneal primary lesions have been reported, half of which showed associated cutaneous involvement. Lesions tended to be single, noninflamed, dome-shaped, and umbilicated, often with a yellowish central core. Patients were otherwise well and ranged in age from 3 to 55 years. Simple excision was effective in eradicating the lesions. Primary epibulbar molluscum contagiosum is rare. Although cutaneous molluscum is common in AIDS, this report is the first to document conjunctival molluscum in a patient with AIDS.